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Sherpa porters. They arrived at Rongbuk monastery on
April 63 which is much earlier than all previous expeditions,
Here they were joined by a further contingent of forty-five
Sherpas. By this time, however, four of the Europeans were
suffering from colds, and Shipton had colic. After the usual
ceremonial blessing by the chief Lama of Rongbuk the porters
went off and established the first camp near the foot of the
East Rongbuk Glacier. It was bitterly cold, and 47 degrees of
frost at night were recorded. Camp 2 being set up near the
middle of the glacier, it was then decided that as the season
was so early and conditions were so bad it was useless to make
any further efforts for a time. Moreover, the plague of colds
and influenza continued, and on the twenty-seventh Shipton,
Smythe, Oliver, and nine men crossed the Lhakpa La en route
for the milder conditions in the Kharta valley. Since the wind
and cold were still just as bad the remainder followed them two
days later.

When Tilman returned on May 14 he found that the moun-
tain was covered with snow; on the glacier too there was a
foot of snow, and water lay about in pools. However, Odell
and Oliver reached the foot of the col, and reported that the
snow was in good condition, so the next day a small party
began to climb the col. The snow certainly was in good
condition for a fair way, but three hundred feet from the top
of the slope the angle steepened sharply, and a long traverse
had to be made. Oliver led the way with two Sherpas, but
before he had gone far the snow avalanched. Fortunately,
the line that was being paid out by the rear-guard held the
climbers, and they were easily kept steady. Before the day
was out a track had been stamped out in the steep, soft snow.
During the evening, however, it snowed steadily for several
hours, and there was much roaring of avalanches.

Four days later the route to the top of the col was completed,
ropes were fixed, and loads dumped on the site of the 1936
camp. But the outlook was not promising. The snow was deep
and soft. There were clouds billowing up in all directions, and
the mountain was covered with snow. Eventually it was
decided that Shipton and Smythe, with half the porters, should
go down the glacier, with the purpose of tackling the other